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resolution adopted by the Conference of Russian Marxists held in the summer of 1913. Some people profess to see a "contradiction" in the fact that while point 4 of this resolution, which recognizes the right to 'self-determination, to secession, seems to "concede" the maximum to nationalism (in reality the recognition of the right of all nations to self-determination implies the recognition of the maximum of democracy and the minimum of nationalism), point 5 warns the workers against the nationalistic slogans of the 'bourgeoisie of any nation and demands the unity and fusion of the workers of all nations into internationally united proletarian organizations. But this "contradiction" is apparent only to extremely shallow minds which cannot grasp, for instance, why the unity and class solidarity of the Swedish and the Norwegian proletariat gained when the Swedish workers upheld Norway's freedom to secede and form an independent stale.
8. KARL MARX THE UTOPIAN AND PRACTICAL
ROSA LUXEMBURG
While declaring the independence of Poland to be a "utopia" and repeating it ad nauseam, Rosa Luxemburg exclaims ironically: why not raise the demand for the independence of Ireland?
Evidently, "practical*' Rosa Luxemburg is unaware of Karl Marx's attitude to the question of the independence of Ireland. It is worth while dwelling upon this, in order to show how a concrete demand for national independence was analyzed from a really Marxist and not an oppottiniist standpoint.
It was Marx's custom to "probe the teeth," als. he expressed it, of his socialist acquaintances, testing their to-telligence and the strength of their convictions; Having made the acquaintance of Lopatin, Marx wrote to Ertgels